
Below is a list of some of the significant issues responded by WJLA, Washington, D.C. along with the most 
significant programming treatment of those issues for the period July 1, 2022 to September 30, 2022.  This 
list is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance. 
 

Description of 
Issue 

Program/Segment Date 
 

Time Duration Narration of Type 
and Description of 
Program/Segment 

Covid 7News at 5 7/27 5pm 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
how DC ramped up 
outreach on 
required student 
immunizations, kids 
12+ will need COVID 
vaccine. 

Covid 7News at 5 8/1 5pm 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
how DC Health 
expanded free 
access to Paxlovid, 
COVID-19 
treatment; what 
you need to know. 

Covid 7News at 5 8/7 5pm 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
Fairfax Co. Health 
Dept. rolling out 
updated COVID 
boosters, 277 shots 
administered day 
one 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5p 7/1 5pm 1:30 7News’ Kim Jackson 
reported on the 
high gas prices 
impacting the July 
4th holiday.  

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 5p 7/4 5pm 1:45 7News’ Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Metro advising 
how to avoid 
crowded stations 
after the fireworks 
end on Fourth of 
July. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 6p 7/11 6pm 2:15 7News On Your 
Side’s Scott Taylor 
reported on refunds 



after I-Team 
questions Capital 
Jazz Super Cruise 
issues. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 6p 7/21 6pm 1:45 I-Team Scott Taylor 
investigates illegally 
parked food trucks 
sparking NPS to 
fence up around 
Washington 
Monument. 

Consumer 
Issues 

7News at 6p 9/15 6pm 1:45 I-Team Scott Taylor 
investigates bronze 
vases vanishing 
from gravesites at 
historic cemetery in 
Maryland. 

Hunger  7News at 6A 2/25 6AM 2:30 7News’ Kristen 
Powers went live for 
the kickoff of our 
Feeding The DMV 
Kick Hunger 
campaign. 
Interviewed Capital 
Area Food Bank 
representative 
about need for food 
in the region.   

Education 7News at 5PM 7/6 5PM 1:45 7News’ Nick 
Minnock reported 
on Gov. Youngkin 
appointing 
'conservative 
majority' on Virginia 
Board of Education. 

Education 7News at 5PM 7/12 5PM 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
Fairfax Co. students 
getting a special 
summer learning 
lesson from NASA. 

Education 7News at 5PM 7/14 5PM 1:30 7News’ Brad Bell 
interviewed Bowie 
State University 
president as she 
celebrates 5 years at 
helm of Maryland's 
oldest HBC. 



Education 7News at 6PM 7/18 6PM 1:45 7News’ Scott Taylor 
reported on student 
saying she’s 
fighting racism at 
W.Va. high school, 
where some fly 
Confederate flags. 

Education 7News at 5PM 7/27 5PM 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on 
hundreds of Prince 
George's County 
teachers what are at 
risk of losing teacher 
certifications. 

Education 7News at 5PM 8/4 5PM 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
the national teacher 
shortage and the 
local impacts: where 
things stand now in 
Fairfax Co. schools 

Education 7News at 5PM 8/8 5PM 1:45 7News’ Nick Minock 
reported on a 
Democrat claiming 
Gov. Youngkin 
wants to ban the 
word 
'homosexuality' in 
Virginia schools. 

Education 7News at 5PM 8/12 5PM 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on a 
new 'Teacher 
Residency Program' 
helping Fairfax Co. 
schools amid staff 
shortages. 

Education 7News at 6PM 8/14 6PM 1:55 7News’ Tom 
Roussey reports on 
DC councilmembers 
outlining school 
repairs ahead of 
first day. 

Education 7News at 5PM 8/16 5PM 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on how 
Prince George's 
officials are far apart 
on teacher shortage 



severity just weeks 
from reopening. 

Education 7News at 5PM 8/18 5PM 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on a 
Fairfax County 
middle school 
employed counselor 
who was convicted 
in sex crime with 
minor. 

Education 7News at 5PM 8/23 5PM 1:30 7News’ Brad Bell 
goes one-on-one 
with PGCPS CEO Dr. 
Monica Goldson 
ahead of first day of 
2022-23 school 
year. 

      
Education 7News at 6PM 8/24 6PM 1:30 7News’ Brad Bell 

reported on an 
audit revealing 
Prince George's 
Board of Education 
violated open 
meetings act, other 
policies. 

Education 7News at 5PM 8/24 5PM 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on how 
Bowie State 
University is 
scrambling to find 
on-campus housing 
for incoming 
students. 

Education 7News at 5PM 8/24 5PM 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reports on 
parents calling for 
annual background 
checks after FCPS 
counselor arrest. 

Education 7News at 5PM 8/25 5PM 1:30 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on PGCPS 
unveiling new state-
of-the-art Cherokee 
Lane 
ElementarySchool in 
Adelphi, Md. 



Education 7News at 5PM 8/29 5PM 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on masks 
being optional for 
PGCPS students 
starting next week: 
Superintendent 
says. 

Education 7News at 6PM 8/29 6PM 1:30 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on 2 
Suitland High School 
students arrested 
carrying handguns 
on first day of 
school. 

Education 7News at 5PM 8/30 5PM 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
'Zero experience in 
education': concern 
over Spotsylvania 
Co. schools' 
superintendent pick. 

Education 7News at 6PM 9/2 6PM 2:00 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on activists 
accusing PGCPS CEO 
Monica Goldson of 
hiding data showing 
poor student 
performance. 

Education 7News at 6PM 9/8 6PM 2:00 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on 
majority of Prince 
George's Co. 
students not 
meeting academic 
expectations, data 
shows. 

Education 7News at 11PM 9/12 11PM 1:30 7News’ Christian 
Flores reported on a 
Spotsylvania School 
Board meeting 
heating up over 
Superintendent 
candidate. 

Education 7News at 5PM 9/13 5PM 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf goes one-on-
one with 
Spotsylvania Co. 
Schools' 
controversial 



superintendent pick, 
Mark Taylor. 

Education 7News at 5PM 9/13 5PM 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf goes one-on-
one with 
Spotsylvania Co. 
Schools' 
controversial 
superintendent pick, 
Mark Taylor. 

Education 7News at 5PM 9/26 5PM 1:30 7News’ Nick Minock 
reported on VA Gov. 
Youngkin’s new 
policies on 
transgender 
students. 

School Safety 7News at 6PM 8/4 6PM 2:30 7News’ I-team 
reporter Mitch 
Blacher reported on 
Sounding the Alarm: 
DC safety drill fixes 
unclear as students 
return to class. 

School Safety 7News at 6PM 8/31 6PM 2:15 7News’ I-team 
reporter Mitch 
Blacher reported on 
DC schools skipping 
lockdown drills as 
school safety 
funding drops. 

Health 7News at 5 7/7   5PM 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
Prince William 
Police focusing on 
distributors in 
ramped-up effort to 
combat opioid 
epidemic. 

Health 7News at 6 7/18   6PM 1:50 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported on DC 
having the highest 
rate of monkeypox 
per capita in US: 
Health director says. 

Health 7News at 5 8/8   5PM 2:00 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on 62% of 
nurses in Md. Who 
are considering 



leaving job as 
staffing shortages 
expected to double. 

Health 7News at 5 8/9   5PM 2:00 7News’ Brad Bell did 
a follow-up on 
Maryland hospitals 
facing critical 
staffing shortage as 
nurses consider 
leaving. 

Health 7News at 5 8/9   5PM 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on DC 
Public Schools 
hosting a 'call-a-
thon' to connect 
with families about 
immunizations. 

Health 7News at 5 8/9   5PM 1:55 7News’ Sam Ford 
reports on how the 
Inflation Reduction 
Act impacts health 
care costs for DC 
residents. 

Health 7News at 5 8/9   5PM 1:45 
7News’ Carl Willis 

reported on local 
mail carriers robbed 

around DMV in two 

days, USPS offering 

$50K reward for 

information 
 

Health 7News at 5 9/26   5PM 1:30 7News’ Victoria 
Sanchez reported 
fish tanks being 
used as therapy for 
mental health.  

Public Safety 7News at 4 7/4   4PM 1:30 7News’ firework 
safety and how to 
avoid injuries during 
the July 4th holiday 
 

Public Safety 7News at 5 7/5   5PM 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
reports on Gov. 
Hogan ordering 



suspension of 'good 
and substantial 
reason' for 
Maryland gun 
permits. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 7/7   6PM 2:15 7News’ Mitch 
Blacher in an I-
Team Exclusive 
uncovers some DC 
police surveillance 
cameras broken, 
malfunctioning 

Public Safety 7News at 5 7/7   5PM 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
the changes made 
to Supreme Court 
barricades after 
complaints about 
pedestrian 
sidewalk access 

Public Safety 7News at 6 7/8   6PM 1:55 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported how DC 
gun recoveries are 
way up in 2022 as 
Chief Contee urges 
people to turn in 
illegal weapons. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 7/25   6PM 2:30 I-team 7News’ 
Mitch Blacher 
reported on 
hundreds of 
millions of dollars 
spent on street 
safety in DC fails to 
save lives. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 7/26   5PM 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on Prince 
George's County 
Crime Solvers 
offering rewards 
for info on people 
with illegal guns. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 7/26   5PM 1:55 7News’ Sam Ford 
report on how after 
a 7News story 
aired, landlord 
repaired, cleaned 



'drug hangout' 
following DC 
mom's concern. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 7/28   6PM 2:00 I-team 7News’ 
Mitch Blacher 
reported on a 
newborn baby 
dying after mom 
calls DC 911; 
dispatcher sends 
EMS to wrong 
address. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 7/28   5PM 1:55 7News’ Nick 
Minock reported 
on Fairfax Co. Steve 
Descano wanting to 
end the use of AR-
15s, other firearms 
for public safety. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 7/29   6PM 2:15 I-team’s Scott 
Taylor reports on 
online predator 
getting 8 years in 
Fairfax County after 
7News 
investigation. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 8/1   6PM 1:45 I-team’s Scott 
Taylor reports on 
violent carjackings 
surge in Prince 
George's Co. 
providing tips on 
how you can 
prevent a 
carjacking. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 8/2   5PM 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported amid 
officer shortage, 
what Alexandria 
Police Dept. is 
doing to ramp up 
recruiting. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 8/2   5PM 1:30 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
how Fairfax Co. 
Police is partnering 



with 'The ABLE 
Project' for new 
active 
bystandership 
training. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 8/3   5PM 1:30 7News’ Sam Ford 
reports on how 
inmates at DC Jail 
create projects 
with ideas on how 
to cut gun violence. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 8/10   5PM 1:45 7News’ Nick 
Minock reported 
questions about 
human trafficking 
being 
underreported. 
Several Va. 
counties report 
zero on the crime. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 8/12   6PM 1:55 7News’ Sam Ford 
reports how DC's 
Congress Park 
neighborhood 
hopes to curb 
crime with 
positivity. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 8/15   5PM 1:30 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on Prince 
George's police 
scrambling for 
solutions, 
'concerned' after 5 
weekend murders. 

Public Safety 7News at 5 8/15   5PM 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
new school zone 
safety upgrades, 
changes in effect 
after deadly crash 
near Oakton HS. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 8/25   6PM 1:30 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported 14 Prince 
George's County 
police officers 



charged with 
misconduct, theft. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 8/31   6PM 2:15 I-team’s Scott 
Taylor investigates 
photos showing rat 
infestation at US 
House of 
Representatives 
Child Care Center. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 9/5   6PM 2:00 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on Prince 
George's Co. 
officials differing 
on how youth 
curfew law can be 
enforced. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 9/6   6PM 2:00 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on Prince 
George's Co. 
residents 
responding to 
Alsobrooks youth 
curfew law in effect 
Friday. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 9/6   6PM 2:00 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on Prince 
George's Co. judge 
reassigned, 
deemed 'too 
lenient' with 
juvenile crime 
cases. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 9/6   6PM 2:00 7News’ Sam Ford 
reports on DC 
activists and 
officials debating 
on enforcement of 
city's own youth 
curfew 

Public Safety 7News at 5 9/6   5PM 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on a 
new push for 
suicide prevention 
barriers on DC's 
Taft Bridge to help 
save a lot of lives. 



Public Safety 7News at 5 9/8   5PM 2:00 7News’ Brad Bell 
reported on Prince 
George's County 
reports drop in 
crime on first 
weekend of youth 
curfew. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 9/8   6PM 1:45 7News’ Sam Ford 
reported on lack of 
arrests being 
questioned in 
ongoing theft of car 
wheels in DC; 
Bowser responds. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 9/19   6PM 2:30 7News’ I-team 
Mitch Blacher 
reported on a 
probe sparking DC 
Dept. of 
Transportation 
ethics 
investigation. 

Public Safety 7News at 6 9/19   6PM 1:45 7News’ Brad Bell 
reports on Prince 
George's Council 
hearing focusing 
on juvenile crime, 
spiking rate of 
carjackings. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 7/14   5PM 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
and questions why 
was safety training 
for hundreds of 
rail operators 
delayed? Metro 
finally answers. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 7/18   5PM 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
on a public 
hearing where 
NPS tells why they 
want to reopen 
Beach Drive to 



cars most of the 
year. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 7/24   6PM 1:45 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
on Metro's new 
GM. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 7/30   6PM 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
Metro service 
suspended as 
crews investigate 
smoke on the Red 
Line. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 8/4   6PM 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
on Safety 
commission 
orders. Metro to 
do special safety 
inspections in 
train control 
rooms. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 8/11   6PM 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
on Metro’s 
proposed plan to 
operate more 
7000 series train 
to help cut down 
wait times. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 8/13   6PM 1:55 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
on $20 million 
grant announced 
for new 
pedestrian, cyclist 
bridge over 
Potomac. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 8/14   6PM 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
on Virginia Blue & 
Yellow Line 
shutdown just 
weeks away: 



Here's how to 
navigate the 
closure. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 8/26   6PM 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey provides 
an inside look at 
Dulles' lost & 
found area, and 
how you can file a 
claim at all DMV 
airports. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 9/1   6PM 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
on VRE making all 
rides free for 
September to help 
Metro riders 
during Yellow Line 
closure, 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 9/8   6PM 1:55 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
on Metro’s final 
stages of Silver 
Line extension. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 9/8   5PM 1:30 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
on VDOT opening 
section of new 
express lanes on I-
66 and what to 
expect. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 9/9   5PM 1:45 7News Tom 
Roussey reports 
on the Blue and 
Yellow Line Metro 
stations in Virginia 
to shutdown for 6 
weeks and why. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 9/12   6PM 2:00 7News Tom 
Roussey gave 
viewers an 
exclusive behind-
the-scenes look at 
Metro repairs 



shutting down 
Yellow Line bridge. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 9/13   5PM 1:30 7News’ Brad Bell 
reports on the 
Purple Line 
construction in 
Downtown Silver 
Spring. But, what's 
taking so long? 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 9/13   6PM 1:55 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on possible CSX 
strike that could 
disrupt DC, 
Maryland & 
Virginia commuter 
rails. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 9/15   6PM 1:40 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
how changing 
commuting habits 
doesn't mean 
traffic is getting 
better in the DMV. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 6 9/20   6PM 1:55 7News Tom 
Roussey reported 
on Metro safety. 
Wheel issue that 
led to 2021 
derailment more 
extensive than 
formerly thought. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 8/17   5PM 1:45 7News’ Heather 
Graf reported on 
rusty rails delaying 
Metro emergency 
training on Silver 
Line in Ashburn, 
VA. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 9/21   5PM 1:55 7News’ Sam Ford 
reports on how DC 
could soon 
eliminate right 
turns on red on 



some roads 
starting 2025. 

Transportation 
Issues 

7News at 5 9/27   5PM 1:30 7News’ Tom 
Roussey reported 
on new measures 
to make Metro 
safer for riders. 

 

 


